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the progress accomplished in agriculture as well as to various growing industries 
of the Republic. In this connection his statements regarding the commercial and 
industrial activities of "les Nord-Americains" are decidedly unfair. He has not 
escaped falling into the error common to many Europeans who visit Mexico. No 
doubt, had he stayed longer in the country his opinion would have radically 
changed. He would have realized that most of Mexico's progress is due to con- 
tact with the people north of them ; also that the material prosperity and comfort 
of a rising Mexican bourgeoisie has followed in the wake of American enterprise. 
His friendship towards his hospitable hosts has evidently prevented him from 
giving expression to the apprehension felt by every well wisher of Mexico in her 
present plight. Recent events, however, have brought to light certain phases of 
Mexican deficiency to which the writer has abstained from alluding. It is 
unfortunate that the book must be read with due provision in mind for this 
omission. The fact is that the writer has succeeded in giving an account of the 
country in the state of progress to which Diaz's ability brought it. As such 
his book will always be valuable. Leon Dominian. 

Panama. The Canal, The Country, and The People. By Albert 
Edwards, x and 585 pp. Maps, ills., index. The Macmillan Co., New York. 
1911. $2.50. 8x5^. 

Our people have had Panama served to them in small and large doses for a 
number of years, and they may be so surfeited that a book with the above title 
may not appeal strongly to them. Although there is no new material in many 
chapters, yet the book is written with such freshness of treatment, and impres- 
sions are so vividly conveyed, that it is a worthy contribution to the already 
large library on Panama. 

In a few chapters the author describes the two terminal cities of the Canal, 
the people, the republic, and gives a little of the geography of the Isthmus. 
Twenty chapters follow on the history of Panama, much of it bearing more or 
less directly on the growth of the republic, beginning with the discoveries of Co- 
lumbus and ending with current topics. The book ends with a few chapters on 
the subsidiary problems of the canal, such as the management of the Canal Zone, 
the sanitation of the area, the life of the transplanted Americans, and the lead- 
ers of the undertaking. Altogether the book covers a large number of subjects 
relating to Panama, and it seems to have been carefully compiled. 

R. M. Brown. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Brazil, its Natural Riches and Industries. (Foreign Edition.) Vol. I: 
Preface — Productive Industry. 384 pp. Maps,* ills. Vol. II: Agriculture, Com- 
munications, Manufacturing. 418 pp. Ills. Commissaod'Expansao Economica 
do Braztl. Aillaud, Alves & Co., Paris. 1910. n x 1%. 

An official two-volume publication (foreign edition in English) issued by 
the Brazilian Government to supply information relating to all the industries 
carried on in the country. 

A third of Vol. I is devoted to brief summaries of Brazilian history, geo- 
graphy and geology, growth of population by immigration, and advantages 
for commerce. The productive (extractive?) industries discussed are: (1) those 

* Listed under " Brazil " in Bull., Vol. 43, 1911, p. 876, and under " Historical " in Vol. 44, April, 
1912, p. 320. 
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having to do with natural vegetation, especially forest products; (2) products 
from wild animals; and (3) the mineral industries. Under productive pla<it 
industries rubber is the chief. A very good and comprehensive survey is made 
of the development of that industry, together with its industrial and commercial 
effects on Brazil. Much space is also devoted to the possibilities of trade in 
woods, of which the country has an infinite variety. 

The products of fishing and of the chase have so far attained but little 
importance in Brazil, despite the many species of animals which might con- 
tribute to such activities. The most interesting topic of this section is the 
account of the Brazilian whaling industry from Bahia. 

Aside from the section on rubber, the great value of Vol. I lies in the survey 
of mineral resources and mining industries. Each of the two score kinds of 
mineral wealth comes in for some mention, but gold, iron, manganese, diamonds 
and coal stand out most prominently. The discussion of iron, however, gives 
but an inadequate idea of the magnitude of the rich deposits of Minas Geraes, 
which are just now being the object of much careful examination. The report 
makes it very evident that the fuel problem in Brazil is almost the leading one 
in point of interest. Rather optimistic statements are made concerning the 
possibilities of the coals from Santa Catharina and Rio Grande do Sul, but 
analyses of samples, from various places, do not confirm this optimism. 

The report serves excellently to present the vast latent possibilities of Brazil, 
and shows, in most cases by statistical tables, what progress has been made in 
the various lines of production up to 1907. The second volume is better as 
indicating material progress in Brazil. Walter S. Tower. 

El Uruguay a trav£s de an Siglo (L' Uruguay a travers un Siecle). La 
Jornada civilizadora realizada en ]a Repiiblica Oriental del Uruguay y el brill- 
ante porvenir de esta nacion Americana. Obra escrita por-Carlos M. Maeso. 
533 PP- Maps, ills. Tip. y Lit. Moderna, Montevideo. 1910. 15 x 11. 
At first glance one asks: Why such a gigantic book about such a small 
country? A casual examination explains the unwieldy size; the book is printed 
in parallel columns of Spanish and French, and with a great profusion of 
illustrations (some very beautiful), statistical tables, charts and diagrams. 

The object of the book is to show the progress made by the country during 
the first century (really only eighty years) of independent national existence. 
This is attempted by emphasizing especially what Uruguay is at present. All 
phases of activity, even to the Jockey Club, come in for their share of the dis- 
cussion. Some of the more important sections deal with: the "land of Uruguay"; 
the city of Montevideo; commercial relations; agricultural and pastoral indus- 
tries ; transportation facilities, both by rail and by water ; water and mineral 
resources; the Liebig Company; and the representative industrial and commer- 
cial establishments. 

The discussion of "the land" is quite devoid of any statement of climatic 
influences which may affect it, and is generally descriptive rather than analy- 
tical. It is hardly as good as similar discussions to be found elsewhere, but it 
helps in some ways to support the claims that Uruguay is "a beautiful country," 
with "enchanting panoramas," "a rich soil," etc. Much the same criticism may be 
directed against the description of Montevideo. All who know that place are 
quite agreed that it is "one of the most beautiful cities of America," but statistics 
of building operations and passenger traffic on tramways, descriptions of streets 



